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THE ART OF
WAR

SUN TZU

IV Tactical Dispositions

OF WAR, 20

7. The general who is skilled in defense hides
in the most secret recesses of the earth; he
who is skilled in attack flashes forth from the
topmost heights of heaven. Thus on the one
hand we have ability to protect ourselves; on
the other, a victory that is complete.

8. To see victory only when it is within the
ken of the common herd is not the acme of
excellence.

9. Neither is it the acme of excellence if you
fight and conquer and the whole Empire says,
"Well done!”

10. To lift an autumn hair is no sign of great

strength; to see the sun and moon is no sign
of sharp sight; to hear the noise of thunder
is no sign of a quick ear.

ol

What the ancients called a clever fighter
one who not only wins, but excels in winning
with ease.

12. Hence his victories bring him neither repu-

tation for wisdom nor

edit for courage.

13. He wins his battles by making no mistakes.

Making no mistakes is what establishes the
certainty of victory, for it means conquering
an enemy that is already defeated.

XI The Nine Situations

orF WAR, 61

11.

On dispersive ground, therefore, fight not.
On facile ground, halt not. On contentious
ground, attack not.

On open ground, do not try to block the
enemy’s way. On the ground of intersecting
highways, join hands with your allies.

On serious ground, gather in plunder. In
difficult ground, keep steadily on the march.

On hemmed-in ground, resort to stratagem.
On desperate ground, fight.

Those who were called skillful leaders of old
knew how to drive a wedge between the en-
emy’s front and rear; to prevent co-operation
between his large and small divisions; to hin-
der the good troops from rescuing the bad,
the officers from rallying their men.

When the enemy’s men were united, they
managed to keep them in disorder.

‘When it was to their advantage, they made a
forward move; when otherwise, they stopped
still.

If asked how to cope with a great host of the
enemy in orderly array and on the point of
marching to the attack, I should say: ”Begin
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5. The general who does not understand these, day, of flags and banners, as a means of 20. The onrush of a conquering force is like the
may be well acquainted with the configura- influencing the ears and eyes of your army. bursting of pent-up waters into a chasm a
tion of the country, yet he will not be able X . thousand fathoms deep.
to turn his knowledge to practical account. 27. A whole army may be robbed of its spirit;
a commander-in-chief may be robbed of his . . .
6. So, the student of war who is unversed in the presence of mind. The Nine Situations
art of war of varying his plans, even though
he be acquainted with the Five Advantages, 28. Now a soldier’s spirit is keenest in the morn-
will fail to make the best use of his men. J_m. by :cc:%z% rmrﬁ v_cw:: .,Jm.pm“ and in 1. Sun Tzu said: The art of war recognizes nine
the evening, his mind is bent only on return- ieti .
7. Hence in the wise leader’s plans, considera- ing to :.mv. - varieties of ground:
tions of advantage and of disadvantage will . ) Dispersive ground;
be blended together. 29. A clever general, therefore, avoids an army .
) when its spirit is keen, but attacks it when ) facile ground;
8. If our expectation of advantage be tempered o - S P N
in this way, we may succeed in accomplishing it s sluggish and inclined to return. This is ) contentious groun
the essential part of our schemes. the art of studying moods. ) open ground;
9. If, on the other hand, in the midst of diffi- 30. Disciplined and calm, to await the ¢) ground of intersecting highways;
culties we are always ready to seize an ad- appearance of disorder and hubbub amongst ) serious ground;
vantage, we may extricate ourselves from the enemy:-this is the art of retaining '
misfortune. self-possession. ) difficult ground;
10. Reduce the hostile chiefs by inflicting dam- 31. To be near the g0z while the enemy is still ) hemmed-in ground;
age on them; and make trouble for them, .p:. m;.:: it, to wait at case while the enemy ) desperate ground.
and keep them constantly engaged; hold out is toiling and struggling, to be well-fed while
specious allurements, and make them rush the enemy is famished:—this is the art of 2. When a chieftain is fighting in his own terri-
to any given point. husbanding one’s strength. tory, it is dispersive ground.
11. The art of war teaches us to rely not on the 32. To refrain from intercepting an enemy whose 3. When he has penetrated into hostile territory,

likelihood of the enemy’s not coming, but

banners are in perfect order, to refrain from

but to no great distar

e, it is facile ground.
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17. Without subtle ingenuity of mind, one can-
not make certain of the truth of their reports

1

3

Be subtle! be subtle! and use your spies for
every kind of business.

19. If a secret piece of news is divulged by a spy
before the time is ripe, he must be put to
death together with the man to whom the
secret was told.

I
=

‘Whether the object be to crush an army, to
storm a city, or to assassinate an individual,
it is always necessary to begin by finding
out the names of the attendants, the aides-
de-camp, and door-keepers and sentries of
the general in command. Our spies must be
commissioned to ascertain these.

21. The enemy’s spies who have come to spy on
us must be sought out, tempted with bribes,
led away and comfortably housed. Thus they
will become converted spies and available for
our service.

22. Tt is through the information brought by the
converted spy that we are able to acquire
and employ local and inward spies.
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will also suffer a defeat. If you know neither
the enemy nor yourself, you will succumb in
every battle.

24. Soldiers when in desperate straits lose the
sense of fear. If there is no place of refuge,
they will stand firm. If they are in hostile
country, they will show a stubborn front. If
there is no help for it, they will fight hard.

25. Thus, without waiting to be marshaled, the
soldiers will be constantly on the qui vive;
without waiting to be asked, they will do
your will; without restrictions, they will be
faithful; without giving orders, they can be
trusted.

2

&

Prohibit the taking of omens, and do away
with superstitious doubts. Then, until death
itself comes, no calamity need be feared.

2

l

If our soldiers are not overburdened with
money, it is not because they have a dis-
taste for riches; if their lives are not unduly
long, it is not because they are disinclined
to longevity.

2

®

On the day they are ordered out to battle,
your soldiers may weep, those sitting up be-
dewing their garments, and those lying down
letting the tears run down their cheeks. But
let them once be brought to bay, and they
will display the courage of a Chu or a Kuei.
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IX

The Army on the March

-

Sun Tzu said: We come now to the question
of encamping the army, and observing signs
of the enemy. Pass quickly over mountains,
and keep in the neighborhood of valleys.

4

Camp in high places, facing the sun. Do not
climb heights in order to fight. So much for
mountain warfare.

Iad

After crossing a river, you should get far
away from it.

Lol

When an invading force crosses a river in
its onward march, do not advance to meet
it in mid-stream. It will be best to let half
the army get across, and then deliver your
attack.

“o

If you are anxious to fight, you should not
g0 to meet the invader near a river which he
has to cross.

VII Maneuvering

r oF WAR, 37

1

jor

14.

. We may take it then that an army without

its baggage-train is lost; without provisions
it is lost; without bases of supply it is lost.

‘We cannot enter into alliances until we are
acquainted with the designs of our neighbors.

. We are not fit to lead an army on the march

unless we are familiar with the face of the
country-its mountains and forests, its pitfalls
and precipices, its marshes and swamps.

‘We shall be unable to turn natural advantage
to account unless we make use of local guides.

In war, practice dissimulation, and you will
succeed.

‘Whether to concentrate or to divide your
troops, must be decided by circumstances.

Let your rapidity be that of the wind, your
compactness that of the forest.

In raiding and plundering be like fire, is im-
movability like a mountain.

Let your plans be dark and impenetrable
as night, and when you move, fall like a
thunderbolt.

V Energy OF WAR, 24

@

In all fighting, the direct method may be
used for joining battle, but indirect methods
will be needed in order to secure victory.

o

Indirect tactics, efficiently applied, are inex-
haustible as Heaven and Earth, unending as
the flow of rivers and streams; like the sun
and moon, they end but to begin anew; like
the four seasons, they pass away to return
once more.

7. There are not more than five musical notes,
yet the combinations of these five give rise
to more melodies than can ever be heard.

8. There are not more than five primary colors
(blue, yellow, red, white, and black), yet in
combination they produce more hues than
can ever been seen.

©

There are not more than five cardinal tastes
(sour, acrid, salt, sweet, bitter), yet combi-
nations of them yield more flavors than can
ever be tasted.

10. Tn battle, there are not more than two meth-
ods of attack-the direct and the indirect;
yet these two in combination give rise to an
endless series of maneuvers.

X Terrain

OF WAR, 5

look upon them as your own beloved sons,
and they will stand by you even unto death.

2

=3

If, however, you are indulgent, but unable to
make your authority felt; kind-hearted, but
unable to enforce your commands; and in
pable, moreover, of quelling disorder: then
your soldiers must be likened to spoilt chil-
dren; they are useless for any practical pur-
pose.

27. If we know that our own men are in a con-
dition to attack, but are unaware that the
enemy is not open to attack, we have gone
only halfway towards victory.

28. If we know that the enemy is open to attack,
but are unaware that our own men are not
in a condition to attack, we have gone only
halfway towards victory.

29. If we know that the enemy is open to at-
tack, and also know that our men are in a
condition to attack, but are unaware that
the nature of the ground makes fighting im-

icable, we have still gone only halfway

towards victory.

3

=

Hence the experienced soldier, once in mo-
tion, is never bewildered; once he has broken
camp, he is never at a lo
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victory.

'S

Thus, what enables the wise sovereign and
the good general to strike and conquer, and
achieve things beyond the reach of ordinary
men, is foreknowledge.

Now this foreknowledge cannot be elicited
from spirits; it cannot be obtained induc-
tively from experience, nor by any deductive
calculation.

Knowledge of the enemy’s dispositions can

Laying Plans

importance to the State.

Sun Tzu said: The art of war is of vital

9. If equally matched, we can offer battle; if
slightly inferior in numbers, we can avoid

35. Tt is the business of a general to be quiet and

thus ensure secrec;

upright and just,

and

10.

the enemy; if quite unequal in every way, we
can flee from him.

though an obstinate fight may be
y a small force, in the end it must be
captured by the larger force.

oy

Now the general is the bulwark of the State;
if the bulwark is complete at all points; the
State will be strong; if the bulwark is defec-
tive, the State will be weak.

only be obtained from other men.

N

It is a matter of life and death, a road either

-

Hence the use of spies, of whom there are

to

fety or to ruin. Hence it is a subject

12. There are three ways in which a ruler can

bring misfortune upon his army:—

five classes:

Local spies;

)

b) inward spies;
) converted spies;
)

doomed spies;

e) surviving spies.

g

When these five kinds of spy are all at work,
none can discover the secret system. This is
called "divine manipulation of the threads.”
It is the sovereign’s most precious faculty.

-

of inquiry which can on no account be ne-
glected.

The art of war, then, is governed by five con-
stant factors, to be taken into account in
one’s deliberations, when seeking to deter-
mine the conditions obtaining in the field.

These are:

a) The Moral Lav
b)
c) Earth;
d)

Heaven;

The Commander;

13. (1) By commanding the army to advance or

to retreat, being ignorant of the fact that
it cannot obey. This is called hobbling the
army.

14. (2) By attempting to govern an army in the

same way as he administers a kingdom, being
ignorant of the conditions which obtain in an
army. This causes restlessness in the soldier’s
minds.

15. (3) By employing the officers of his army

without discrimination, through ignorance

36

37.

38.

40.

thus maintain order.

He must be able to mystify his officers and
men by false reports and appearances, and
thus keep them in total ignorance.

By altering his arrangements and changing
his plans, he keeps the enemy without def-
inite knowledge. By shifting his camp and
taking circuitous routes, he prevents the en-
emy from anticipating his purpose.

At the critical moment, the leader of an army
acts like one who has climbed up a height
and then kicks away the ladder behind him.
He carries his men deep into hostile territory
before he shows his hand.

He burns his boats and breaks his cooking-
pots; like a shepherd driving a flock of sheep,
he drives his men this way and that, and
nothing knows whither he is going.

To muster his host and bring it into danger:-
this may be termed the business of the gen-
eral.
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IX The Army on the March oF WAR, 46

13. When you come to a hill or a bank, occupy
the sunny side, with the slope on your right
rear. Thus you will at once act for the ben-
efit of your soldiers and utilize the natural
advantages of the ground.

1

»~

‘When, in consequence of heavy rains up-
country, a river which you wish to ford is
swollen and flecked with foam, you must wait
until it subsides.

15. Country in which there are precipitous cliffs
with torrents running between, deep natural
hollows, confined places, tangled thickets,
quagmires and crevasses, should be left with
all possible speed and not approached.

16. While we keep away from such places, we
should get the enemy to approach them;
while we face them, we should let the en-
emy have them on his rear.

17. If in the neighborhood of your camp there
should be any hilly country, ponds
surrounded by aquatic grass, hollow basins
filled with reeds, or woods with thick
undergrowth, they must be carefully routed
out and searched; for these are places where
men in ambush or insidious spies are likely
to be lurking.

VIl

Maneuvering

Sun Tzu said: In war, the general receives
his commands from the sovereign.

b

Having collected an army and concentrated
his forces, he must blend and harmonize the
different elements thereof before pitching his
camp.

3. After that, comes tactical maneuvering, than
which there is nothing more difficult. The
difficulty of tactical maneuvering consists
in turning the devious into the direct, and
misfortune into gain.

Thus, to take a long and circuitous route,
after enticing the enemy out of the way, and
though starting after him, to contrive to
reach the goal before him, shows knowledge
of the artifice of DEVIATION.

V Bnergy OF WaR, 26

18. Hiding order beneath the cloak of disorder is
simply a question of subdivision; concealing
courage under a show of timidity presupposes
a fund of latent energy; masking strength
with weakness is to be effected by tactical
dispositions.

19. Thus one who is skillful at keeping the enemy
on the move maintains deceitful appearances,
according to which the enemy will act. He
sacrifices something, that the enemy may
snatch at it.

20. By holding out baits, he keeps him on the
march; then with a body of picked men he
lies in wait for him.

2

The clever combatant looks to the effect of
combined energy, and does not require too
much from individuals. Hence his ability to
pick out the right men and utilize combined
energy.

22. When he utilizes combined energy, his fight-
ing men become as it were like unto rolling
logs or stones. For it is the nature of a
log or stone to remain motionless on level
ground, and to move when on a slope; if
four-cornered, to come to a standstill, but if
round-shaped, to go rolling down.

X Terrain OF WAR, 5

15. Other conditions being equal, if one force is
hurled against another ten times its size, the
result will be the flight of the former.

-
i

‘When the common soldiers are too strong
and their officers too weak, the result is in-
subordination. When the officers are too
strong and the common soldiers too weak,
the result is collapse.

17. When the higher officers are angry and in-
subordinate, and on meeting the enemy give
battle on their own account from a feeling of
resentment, before the commander-in-chief
can tell whether or not he is in a position to
fight, the result is ruin.

18. When the general is weak and without au-
thority; when his orders are not clear and
distinct; when there are no fixes duties as-
signed to officers and men, and the ranks are
formed in a slovenly haphazard manner, the
result is utter disorganization.

19. When a general, unable to estimate the en-
emy’s strength, allows an inferior force to
engage a larger one, or hurls a weak detach-
ment against a powerful one, and neglects to
place picked soldiers in the front rank, the
result must be rout.
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XII The Attach by Fire OF WaR,

20. Anger may in time change to gladness; vexa-
tion may be succeeded by content.

2

=

But a kingdom that has once been destroyed
can never come again into being; nor can the
dead ever be brought back to life.

2

N

Hence the enlightened ruler is heedful, and
the good general full of caution. This is the
way to keep a country at peace and an army
intact.

I Laying Plans ARt OF WAR, 7

them be made the basis of a comparison, in
this wise:—

13. a

‘Which of the two sovereigns is imbued
with the Moral law?

b) Which of the two generals has most
ability?

With whom lie the advantages derived
from Heaven and Earth?

d) On which side is discipline most rigor-
ously enforced?

€) Which army is stronger?

On which side are officers and men more
highly trained?

=

g) In which army is there the greater con-
stancy both in reward and punishment?

14. By means of these seven considerations I can
forecast victory or defeat.

15. The general that hearkens to my counsel
and acts upon it, will conquer: let such a
one be retained in command! The general
that hearkens not to my counsel nor acts
upon it, will suffer defeat:-let such a one be
dismissed!

111

Attack by Stratagem

1. Sun Tzu said: In the practical art of war,
the best thing of all is to take the enemy
country whole and intact; to shatter and
destroy it is not so good. So, too, it is better
to recapture an army entire than to destroy
it, to capture a regiment, a detachment or a
company entire than to destroy them.

4

Hence to fight and conquer in all your battles
is not supreme excellence; supreme excellence
consists in breaking the enemy’s resistance
without fighting.

kel

Thus the highest form of generalship is to
balk the enemy’s plans; the next best is to
prevent the junction of the enemy’s forces;
the next in order is to attack the enemy
army in the field; and the worst policy of all
is to besiege walled cities.

=

The rule is, not to besiege walled cities if
it can possibly be avoided. The prepara-

XI The Nine Situations

or WAR, 67

facile ground, I would see that there is close
connection between all parts of my army.

4

=

On contentious ground, I would hurry up my
rear.

48. On open ground, I would keep a vigilant eye
on my defenses. On ground of intersecting
highways, I would consolidate my alliances.

49. On serious ground, I would try to ensure a
continuous stream of supplies. On difficult
ground, I would keep pushing on along the
road.

50. On hemmed-in ground, I would block any
way of retreat. On desperate ground, I would
proclaim to my soldiers the hopelessness of
saving their lives.

51. For it is the soldier’s disposition to offer
an obstinate resistance when surrounded, to
fight hard when he cannot help himself, and
to obey promptly when he has fallen into
danger.

52. We cannot enter into alliance with neighbor-
ing princes until we are acquainted with their
designs. We are not fit to lead an army on
the march unless we are familiar with the
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IX The Army on the March OF WAR, 48

2

»

Humble words and increased preparations
are signs that the enemy is about to advance.
Violent language and driving forward as if
to the attack are signs that he will retreat.

2

“

When the light chariots come out first and
take up a position on the wings, it is a sign
that the enemy is forming for battle.

2

>

Peace proposals unaccompanied by a sworn
covenant indicate a plot.

2

~

‘When there is much running about and the
soldiers fall into rank, it means that the crit-
ical moment has come.

28. When some are seen advancing and some
retreating, it is a lure.

29. When the soldiers stand leaning on their

spears, they are faint from want of food.

3

If those who are sent to draw water begin
by drinking themselves, the army is suffering
from thirst.

3

If the enemy sees an advantage to be gained
and makes no effort to secure it, the soldiers
are exhausted.

VI Weak Points and Strong r OF WAR, 33

26. How victory may be produced for them out
of the enemy’s own tactics—that is what the
multitude cannot comprehend.

2

N

All men can see the tactics whereby I con-
quer, but what none can see is the strategy
out of which victory is evolved.

28. Do not repeat the tactics which have gained
you one victory, but let your methods be
regulated by the infinite variety of circum-
stances.

29. Military tactics are like unto water; for water
in its natural course runs away from high
places and hastens downwards.

30. So in war, the way is to avoid what i
and to strike at what is weak.

trong

=

Water shapes its course according to the

nature of the ground over which it flows; the

soldier works out his victory in relation to

the foe whom he is facing.

32. Therefore, just as water retains no constant
shape, so in warfare there are no constant

nditions.

33. He who can modify his tactics in relation to
his opponent and thereby succeed in winning,
may be called a heaven-born captain.

VI

Weak Points and Strong

-

Sun Tzu said: Whoever is first in the field
and awaits the coming of the enemy, will be
fresh for the fight; whoever is second in the
field and has to hasten to battle will arrive
exhausted.

4

Therefore the clever combatant imposes his
will on the enemy, but does not allow the
enemy’s will to be imposed on him.

3. By holding out advantages to him, he can
cause the enemy to approach of his own ac-
cord; or, by inflicting damage, he can make
it impossible for the enemy to draw near.

4. 1f the enemy is taking his case, he can harass
him; if well supplied with food, he can starve
him out; if quietly encamped, he can force
him to move.

X Terrain

OF WAR,

»~

Ground which can be abandoned but is hard
to re-occupy is called entangling.

@

From a position of this sort, if the enemy is
unprepared, you may sally forth and defeat
him. But if the enemy is prepared for your
coming, and you fail to defeat him, then,
return being impossible, disaster will ensue.

kd

‘When the position is such that neither side
will gain by making the first move, it is called
temporizing ground.

hl

In a position of this sort, even though the en-
emy should offer us an attractive bait, it will
be advisable not to stir forth, but rather to
retreat, thus enticing the enemy in his turn;
then, when part of his army has come out,
we may deliver our attack with advantage.

3

‘With regard to narrow passes, if you can
occupy them first, let them be strongly gar-
risoned and await the advent of the enemy.

©

Should the army forestall you in occupying
a pass, do not go after him if the pass is
fully garrisoned, but only if it is weakly gar-
risoned.

10. With regard to precipitous heights, if you are
beforehand with your adversary, you should
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XII The Attach by Fire

OF WaR,

@

In attacking with fire, one should be prepared

o

~

g

©

10

1

=

to meet five possible developments:

(1) When fire breaks out inside to enemy’s
camp, respond at once with an attack from
without.

(2) If there is an outbreak of fire, but the
enemy’s soldiers remain quiet, bide your time
and do not attack.

(3) When the force of the flames has reached
its height, follow it up with an attack, if that
is practicable; if not, stay where you are.

(4) If it is possible to make an assault with
fire from without, do not wait for it to break
out within, but deliver your attack at a fa-
vorable moment.

(5) When you start a fire, be to windward
of it. Do not attack from the leeward.

A wind that rises in the daytime lasts long,
but a night breeze soon falls.

In every army, the five developments con-
nected with fire must be known, the move-
ments of the stars calculated, and a watch
kept for the proper days.

I Laying Plans

ART OF WAR, 9

25. These military devices, leading to victory,

must not be divulged beforehand.

o
S

Now the general who wins a battle makes

I Waging War OF WaR

12

army at a distance causes the people to be

XI The Nine Situations

orF WAR, 69

57. Confront your soldiers with the deed itself;

many calculations in his temple ere the battle
is fought. The general who loses a battle
makes but few calculations beforehand. Thus
do many calculations lead to victory, and few
calculations to defeat: how much more no
calculation at all! It is by attention to this
point that I can foresee who is likely to win

or lose.

impoverished.

On the other hand, the proximity of an army
causes prices to go up; and high prices cause
the people’s substance to be drained away.

‘When their substance is drained away, the
peasantry will be afflicted by heavy exac-
tions.

13,14. With this loss of substance and ex-
haustion of strength, the homes of the peo-
ple will be stripped bare, and three-tenths of
their income will be dissipated; while govern-
ment expenses for broken chariots, worn-out
horses, breast-plates and helmets, bows and
arrows, spears and shields, protective man-
tles, draught-oxen and heavy wagons, will
amount to four-tenths of its total revenue.

Hence a wise general makes a point of for-
aging on the enemy. One cartload of the
enemy’s provisions is equivalent to twenty of
one’s own, and likewise a single picul of his
provender is equivalent to twenty from one’s
own store.

Now in order to kill the enemy, our men
must be roused to anger; that there may be

never let them know your design. When the
outlook is bright, bring it before their eyes:
but tell them nothing when the situation is

gloomy.

58. Place your army in deadly peril, and it will
survive; plunge it into desperate straits, and

it will come off in safety.

59. For it is precisely when a force has fallen into

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

harm’s way that is capable of striking a blow
for victory.
Success in warfare is gained by carefully ac-

commodating ourselves to the enemy’s pur-
pose.

By persistently hanging on the enemy’s flank,
we shall succeed in the long run in killing
the commander-in-chief.

This is called ability to accomplish a thing
by sheer cunning.

On the day that you take up your command,
block the frontier passes, destroy the official
tallies, and stop the passage of all emissaries.

Be stern in the council-chamber, so that you
may control the situation.
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‘When envoys are sent with compliments in
their mouths, it is a sign that the enemy
wishes for a truce.

If the enemy’s troops march up angrily and
remain facing ours for a long time without
either joining battle or taking themselves
off again, the situation is one that demands
great vigilance and circumspection.

If our troops are no more in number than
the enemy, that is amply sufficient; it only
means that no direct attack can be made.
‘What we can do is simply to concentrate all
our available strength, keep a close watch on
the enemy, and obtain reinforcements.

He who exercises no forethought but makes
light of his opponents is sure to be captured
by them.

If soldiers are punished before they have
grown attached to you, they will not prove
submissive; and, unless submissive, then will
be practically useless. If, when the soldiers
have become attached to you, punishments
are not enforced, they will still be useless.

Therefore soldiers must be treated in the
first instance with humanity, but kept under
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have to prepare against a possible attack
at several different points; and his forces
being thus distributed in many directions,
the numbers we shall have to face at any
given point will be proportionately few.

N

For should the enemy strengthen his van, he
will weaken his rear; should he strengthen
his rear, he will weaken his van; should he
strengthen his left, he will weaken his right;
should he strengthen his right, he will weaken
his left. If he sends reinforcements every-
where, he will everywhere be weak.

18. Numerical weakness comes from having to
prepare against possible attacks; numerical
strength, from compelling our adversary to
make these preparations against us.

19. Knowing the place and the time of the com-
ing battle, we may concentrate from the
greatest distances in order to fight.

20

But if neither time nor place be known, then
the left wing will be impotent to succor the
right, the right equally impotent to succor
the left, the van unable to relieve the rear,
or the rear to support the van. How much
more so if the furthest portions of the army
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If we wish to fight, the enemy can be forced to
an engagement even though he be sheltered
behind a high rampart and a deep ditch. All
we need do is attack some other place that
he will be obliged to relieve.

If we do not wish to fight, we can prevent
the enemy from engaging us even though the
lines of our encampment be merely traced
out on the ground. All we need do is to
throw something odd and unaccountable in
his way.

By discovering the enemy’s dispositions and
remaining invisible ourselves, we can keep
our forces concentrated, while the enemy’s
must be divided.

We can form a single united body, while the
enemy must split up into fractions. Hence
there will be a whole pitted against separate
parts of a whole, which means that we shall
be many to the enemy’s few.

And if we are able thus to attack an inferior
force with a superior one, our opponents will
be in dire straits.

The spot where we intend to fight must not
be made known; for then the enemy will
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44.

45.

control by means of iron discipline. This is
a certain road to victory.

If in training soldiers commands are
habitually enforced, the army will be
well-disciplined; if not, its discipline will be
bad.

If a general shows confidence in his men but
always insists on his orders being obeyed,
the gain will be mutual.




